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BAPTIST MISSION TO THE HEATHEN.

PERHAPS no event has ever taken place among the Baptift de-

nomination in America, which has excited more lively intereft, thaa

the late mifKonary Convention held in the city of Philadelphia.

It was indeed a fight no lefs novel than interefting, to behold

brethren who had hitherto been unknown to each other by face,

colie<5ting from north to fouth, from nearly all the States, from
Maflachufetts to Georgia, (a diftance of more than looo miles)

for the important purpofe of forming a General Convention, in order

to concentrate the energies, and direct the efforts of the whole de-

nomination throughout the United States, in fending the golpel to

the Heathen.

It was forefeen, that in order to accomplifli this great obje(5l,

much labour and toil would be required, and that nothing (hort of

a patient unfhaken perfeverance. could furnifh a reafonable ground
to hope for fuccefs. The great diftance, to fome of the brethren,

prefented a very difcouraging afped ; but the thought of meeting
fuch a number of the dear fervants of Chrift, upon fuch an impor-

tant occafion, infpired them with refolution, " and fired their zeal

along the road."

Through the kind providence of a gracious God, nearly all the

Delegates which had been appointed, were permitted to meet.

Extracts from the proceedings of this interefting meeting, will now
be given ; but for a full and perfe<5t account, we muft refer our
readers to the Minutes of the Convention.*

On the 1 8th of May laft, the Delegates from the different

States, affembled in the meeting houfe of the firft Baptift church
in the city of Philadelphia, when

" The Rev. Dr. Furman of Charlefton, S. C. was called to the

Chair, who opened the meeting with an appropriate prayer, in

which the feelings of all present appeared to be folemnly united.

Rev.Dr.Baldwinof Bofton, wasrequcfted to officiate as Secretary**

1
* Printed at Philadelphia,
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After much prayerful deliberation, in which a candid and liber-

al interchange of fcntiments and feeJings relative to the great ob-
je<5l of the meeting were developed, the following Conftitution was
unaninaoufly adopted.

CONSTITUTION.
We the delegates from Miffionary Societies, and other religious

Bodies of the Baptift denomination, in various parts of the United
States, met in Convention, in the City of Philadelphia, for the

pnrpofe of carrying into effect the benevolent Intentions of our
Conftituents, by organizing a plan for eliciting, combining, and
directing the energies of the whole dennmlnatioa in one facred ef-

fort, for fending the glad tidings of Salvation to the Heathen, and
to nations deftlti^te of pure Golpel-light, do agree to the follow-

ing Ruks or fundamental Principles, viz.

'l. That this body fhall be (lyled « The General Miffionary

Convention of the Baptift Denojjfiination in the United States of
America, for Foreign Miffions."

II. That a triennial Convention fnall, hereafter, be held, con-

fiding of Delegates, not exceeding two in number, from each of
the feveral Miffionary Societies, and other religious bodies of the

Baptift Denomination, now exifting, or which may hereafter be
formed in the United States, and which fhall each regularly con-

tribute to the general Miffiouary Fund, a fum, amounting, at Icaft,

to one hundred Dollars, per annum.
III. That for the necefTary tranfadion and difpatch of bufinefs,

during the recefs of the faid Convention, there fhall be a Board of

twenty-one Commiffioners, who fhall be members of the faid So-

cieties, Churches, or other religious bodies aforefaid, triennially

appointed, by the faid Convention, by ballot, to be called the

Baptift Board of Foreign Miffions for the United States feven

of whom fliall be a quorum for the tranfactlon of all bufinefs ; and
which Board fhall continue in office until fucceffors be duly ap-

pointed ; and fhall have power to make and adopt by-laws for

the government of the faid Board, and for the furtherance of the

general objects of the Inftitution.

IV. That it (hall be the duty of this Board, to employ Mis-

sionaries, and, if necefTary, to take meafures for the improvement
of their qualifications ; to fix on the field of their labours, and the

compenfation to be allowed them for their fervices ; to fuperin-

tend their conduct, and difmifs them, fhould their fervices be dif-

approved ; to publifti accounts, from time to time, of the Board's

Tranfadions, and an annual Addrefs to the public ; to call a
Special meeting of the Convention on any extraordinary occafion,

and, in general, to conduct the executive part of tlie miffionary

concern.

V. That fuch perfons only, as are in full communion with

•forr.e regular Church of our Denomination, and who furniih fatis-
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factory evidence of genuine Piety, good Talents, and fervent Zeal

for the Redeemer's Caufe, are to be employed as Miffionaries.

VI. That the Board fliall choofe, by ballot, one Prcfident, two
Vice-Prefidents, a Treafurer, a correfponding, and a recording

Secretary.

VII. That the prefident, or in cafe of his abfence or difability,

the fenior vice-prefident prefent, fhallprefide in all meetings of the

Board, and when application lhall be made in writing, by any two

of its members, fhall call a fpecial meeting of the Board, giv-

ing due notice thereof.

VI I I. That the treafurer (hall receive and faithfully account

for all the monies paid into the treafury, keep a regular account
of receipts and difburfements, make a report thereof to the faid

Convention, whenever it fhall be in feffion, and to the Board of

Millions annually, and as often as by them required : He lhall

alfo, before he enters on the duties of his office, give competent fe-

curity, to be approved by ihe Board, for the (lock and funds that

may be committed to his care.

IX. That the correfponding fecretary fliall maintain inter-

courfe by letter with fuch individuals, focieties, or public bodies,

as the interert of the inftitution may require. Copies of all com-
munications made by the particular direction of the Convention or

Board, fhall be by him handed to the recording fecretary, for

record and fafe keeping.

X. That the recording fecretary fliall, ex oiRcio, be the fecreta-

ry of the Convention, unlefs fome other be by them appointed in

his ftead. He lhall attend all the meetings of the Board, and keep

a fair record of all their proceedings, and of the tranfadions of the

Convention.

XI. That in cafe of the death, refignation, or difability of any
of its officers, or menfibers, the Board (hall have power to fill fuch
Tacancy.

XII. That the faid Convention fliall have power, and in the

interval of their meeting, the Board of Commiffioners on the

recommendation of any one of the conftituent bodies belonging to

the Convention, fliall alfo have power, to eledl- honorary members
of piety and diftinguilhed liberality, who, on their eledlion, fhall be
entitled to a feat, and to take part in the debates of ihe Conven-
tion : but it fhall be underflood that the right of voting fhall be
confined to the delegates.

XIII. That in cafe any of the conftituent bodies fhall be una-
ble to fend reprefentatives to the faid Convention, they fhall be
permitted to vote by proxy, which proxy fhall be appointed by
writing.

XIV. That any alterations which experience may dictate from
lime to time, may be made in thefe Articles, at the regular meet-
ing of the Convention, by two thirds of the members prefent.

RICHARD FURMAN, Pre:;.'

THOMAS BALDWIN, Scc'ry.
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After the adoption of the Conftitiition, the Convention pro-
ceeded agreeably to the 3d Article, to eled the board of Commif-
fioners, when the following perfons were returned as duly chofen :

viz. Richard Furman, Wm. Rogers, Henry Holcombe, Wm.
Staughton, Thomas Baldwin, Burgiss -^llifon, James A Ranald-
fon, Daniel Dodge, Obadiah Brown, John Williams, William
White, John P Peckworth, Wm. B. Johnfon, Robert B Semple,
Stephen Gano, Lucius Bolles, Lewis Richards, Matthias B. Tail*

madge, Jeremiah Vardeman, H. G. Jones, and William Moulder.
And alfo in conformity to the 12th Article, the following gentle-

men were eledled honorary members, viz. Robert R Ifton, Efq.

and Capt. Benjamin Wickes of Philadelphia. Hon Jonas Galu-
fha of Shaftsbury, Vermont, John Bolton, Efq. of Savannah,
Georgia, and Rev. Thomas B. Montanye, Pennfylvania.

Tuefday, May 24, the members of the board prefent, (15 in

number) met at the Firft Baptlft Meeting-Houfe, Philadelphia, and
after addreffing the throne of grace, proceeded agreeably to

the 6th Article, to organize the board.

I Dr. Baldwin was called to the chair, and Rev. Mr Johnfon
was requefted to adt as fecretary.

2. Proceeded to the election of officers. Dr. Furman was
chofen Prefident, but (notwithftanding the earneft folicitations of

his brethren,) he declined the office, on the account of his great

diftance from the feat of the board. Dr Baldwin was then ele<5l-

ed to the Prefidency. Dr. Holcombe was chofen firft, and Dr.
Rogers, fecond Vice-Prefident. Hon-Judge Tallmage was eleded
Treafurer, but declined, on account of the delicate ftate of his

health : Mr. John Caldwell of New-York, was then chofen to that

office. Dr- Staughton was chofen Correfponding Secretary, and
Rev. Mr. White, Recording Secretary.

IVednefday, May 25th. The board met agreeably to adjourn-

ment, at the Meeting-Houfe in Sanfom-Street. Dr. Holcombe
opened the meeting by prayer, after which the following bufmefs

was tranfadled :

1. Certain communications were made to the board by the

Rev. Mr Rice, containing remarks on fields for Miffionary labour ;

together with a ftatement of the monies he had received, and ex-

pended on his journey to the fouthern States : on which refolved—
That the Board pofTefs a high fenfe of the zealous, difinterefted

and faithful fervices of their beloved brother, and feel a lively

emotion of gratitude to the Lord, for the fuccefs with which his

labours have been crowned Ordered that the communication be

publifhed. \_See ihe Minutes of the Convention.^

2. Refolved, That Mr. Rice be appointed, under the patronage

of this board, as their Miffionary, to continue his itinerant fervices,

in thefe United States, for a reafonable time ; with a view to ex-

cite the public mind more generally, to engage in Miffionary ex-

ertions : and to affift in originating Societies, or Inftitutions, for

carrying the Miffionary dtii^n into execution.
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3. On motion, Rejoined, That the Rev. Adoniram Judfon, Jun.

now in India, be confidered as a Miffionary, under the care and di-

reflion of this Board ; of which he (hall be informed without delay :

That provifion be made for the fupport of him and his family ac-

cordingly : and that one thoufand dollars be tranfmitted to him by
the firft fafe opportunity : That the Secretary of the Particular

Baptift Society, for Mifflons in England, be informed of this

tranfadlion ; and that this Board has afTumed the pledge given by
the Bofton Miffion Society, to pay any bills which may be drawn
on them, in confequence of advances they may have made in

favour of Mr. and Mrs. Judfon.

4. Rejohed, That our brother Judfon be requefted, for the

prefent. to purfue his pious labours in fuch places, as, in his judg-

ment, may appear moft promihng : and that he communicate his

views of future permanent ftations to this board,, as early as he con-

veniently can.

5. Hefolved, That the proceedings of the late Convention, and
of this board be communicated to the Baptift Miflionary Society in

England, and to their MilTionaries at Serarnpore, afTuring them
that it is the defire of this board to hold an affedionate intercourfe

with them, in the work of the Lord : that they will ever be grate-

ful for any information which the extenfive experience of their

brethren may enable them to impart on the fubjcft of fields fur

Miffionary adlion, &c. &c. and will derive joy from the reflecftion,

that though in thefe tranfadtions their refpedive feats of council be

remote from each other, their hearts and aims are harmonious.

6. Refolvedy That a fuitable compenfation be made to our

brother Rice for his labours in originating Miffion Societies, and
that brethren Rogers, Holcombe and Staughton, be a committee

to confer with him, and decide on the fubject.

7. Refohed, That the treafurer of this board be requeued to

give his bond to the prefident and his fuccefTor in office, with one
fufficient fecurity in the penal fum of ten thoufand dollars.

8 Refohedy That the Treafurer take the advice of the Hon.
Judge Tallmadge and John Withington, Efq. in cafes which re-

fped putting out furplus money, that may at any time be in the

treafury.

9. Refolvedy That a committee be appointed to inquire into the

practicability of obtaining the incorporation of this board ; and
that the two vice-prefidenis and the Hon. Judge Moulder be that

committee.

The following by-laws were alfo adopted by the Board.

1. This Board fhall hold its firft ftated meeting on the fir fi:

Monday in September ; from which period, its meetings of this

charader (hall be held quarterly.

2. All payments of money out of the treafury, fhall be in

purfuance of a refolution of this Board, and upon an order figned

by the Prefident, or, in cafe of his abfcnce, by one of the Vice-

Pre fiden ts.
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III. Monies unappropriated, and not immediately wanted,
fliall not be fufFered to lie dormant in the treafury ; but fhill be

inverted in fome public ftock, or let out on good fecurity, fo as to

be rendered produflive.

The following- Address, which by order of the Convention is published
with their Minutes, we persuade ourselves will be read with much
interest, and we hope be productive of the happiest effects.

ADDRESS.
The General Convention of the Bapt'st delegates for Missionary
purposes, assembled in the Meeting-House of the First Baptist
Church in Philadelphia, on Wednesday, the IsM May, 1814 ;

to their constituents, the churches of Jesus Christ, the Ministers

of the Gospel, and the friends of religion in general, present

their christian love and cordial wishes.

Beloved Brethren and Friends,

IN what manner and to what extent it has pleased the bless-

ed God of late to direct the attention of many among us, to the

interests of the Redeemer's kingdom, some of you are already

sensible, and others will learn from the preceding pages- Un-
der the smiles of a propitious Providence, a Convention has as-

sembled in Philadelphia, consisting of delegates from parts of

our union, various and remote, to devise a plan, and enter into

meafures, for combining the elForts of our whole denomination^

in behalf of the millions upon whom the light of evangelic truth

lias never ftione. The refult of their ferious and affedtionate con-

fultations, you have an opportunity of perufing.

Unpromifing and difaftrous as the prefent ftatc of our world

may appear, the period is affuredly approaching, and we truft is

not diftant, when the fcene fhall be reverfed : " The crooked lhall

be made ftraight, and the rough places plain ; and the glory of the

Lord fhall be revealed, and all fleOi (hall see it together, for the

mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." " The meek fiiali inherit the

earth, and fhall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.'*

*' The glory of the Lord'* shall arife upon Zion. " Mountains and

hills (hall break forth into fmging, and all the trees of the field

fhall clap their hands." Our God will *' create Jerufalem a

rejoicing, and his people a joy." " The feed fhall be profper-

Qus, the vine fhall give her fruit, the ground fhall give her increafe,

and the heavens fhall give their dew."

For this glorious period the church has long and anxioufly been

waiting. For this, thoufands of the petitions of the faints have al-

ready been prefented by the great Mediator before the eternal

throne, and thoufands more are continually afcending. It is a

day of glory embraced in the tenor of the covenant of promife,

and which, as the reward of his conflidk and fufferings, the Re«»
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deemer is expeding : a refult, to which the revolutions of empire

and the filent progrefs of time perpetually verg%.

The agency by which whole nations fhall be regenerated here-

after, is the fame which takes one of a city and two of a family and
brings them to Zion now. The univerfal, moral change, like the

erection of the fecond temple, fliall be effeded, '* not by might

nor by power," but by the fpirit of the Lord. The promife is

recorded, " I will pour water upon him that is thirfty, and floods

upon the dry ground : I will pour my fpirit upon thy feed, and
my blefling upon thy offspring." But affurances of divine aflift-

ance were never defigned to difcourage human endeavours. The/
diminiftied not the zeal and labours of Zerubbabel. Paul and
Apollos well knew that the " increafe'* muft be of God, but this

animated, not retarded them in the fervices of planting and water-

ing. In many of his mighty works it is the pleafure of Jehovah
to a<n: alone Alone he planted the heavens and laid the founda-

tions of the earth. He asks the aid of no created arm when he
balances the clouds, direds the thunder, or arranges the (lars. Day
and night, fummer and winter, feed time and harveftobey no voice

but his. But for effeding the converfion of fmners, fanctifying

their hearts and preparing them for the everlafting enjoyment of

his prefence in heaven, he ufually acts through the medium of in-

ftruments. He has commiflioned his minifters to ** go into all

the world and preach the gofpel to every creature." Treafures of

grace are introduced into ** earthen vefTels." Even the private

chriftian, as well as the paftor or the teacher, is permitted to en-

joy the honour of being a " fellow worker with God.'* The
preaching of the everlafting gofpel " unto xhttk that dwell on
the earth, and to every nation, kindred, tongue and people," com-
"bincd with the prayers and liberality of the churches, will ufher in

the day of Babylon's deftruction, and the general triumphs of ho-
linefs and truth.

To con fiderations fuch as thefe profeffors of the gofpel have
furely attached too little importance. They have looked for a
harveft without a feed-time : or where the neceffity of the labours

of the fpring has been admitted, content with feeing others in the

field, they have themfclves ftood " all the day idle." The induf-

try, the privations, the fucceffes of the mi0ionaries of Chrift may
have excited a languid and tranfient admiration, but ah ! how few
have ventured on their labours or imbibed their fpirit ! Who will

pretend that the zeal of a Swartz or a Vanderkemp, of Marfhman,
"Ward, or the Careys, ha? been excefiive, beyond what the ftate of
the heathen, the honour of Chrift, or the duty of the chriftian de-
mands ? But, brethren, if theirs be corredl, ours has been deplor-

ably deficient. Shall their fervours for the divine honour exliibit

a fteady and facred flame, and ours flumber in allies ? Railier let

us profit by their examples, and afpire to their ufefulnefs and hon-
our.
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The Gofpel of Chrift, above every other fyftem, originates and
fuftains a public fj^rit. *' None of us iiveth unto himfelf, none of
us dicth unto himfelf " The defign of the obedience and fufFer-

ings of Jefus recognizes none of thofe inferior diftindtions which
divide man from man The gofpel fecures the falvation of a
multitude " which no man can number, of all nations, and kin-

dreds, and people, and tongues. * It prefents a fovereign remedy
for all the difeafes which awakened finners of every rank, and of
every clime, feel and deplore. The Apoftle of the Gentiles long-

ed and toiled for the falvation of his countrymen, but he alfo

travelled from province to province, from Jerufalem to Illyricura,

publifliing falvation through a Mediator's name. What advan-
tages foever particular fields for miflionary efforts may exhibit,

the difciple of Jefus will contemplate the whole world as a fcene

demanding his fympathy and his prayeis, his zeal and his contri-

butions. Four hundred millions of our fellow-creatures fpread

over the countries of Hindoftan, Siiim, Tartary, China and its

r.ei hbouring iflands, various parts of Africa, America, and the

ifles of the Pacific Ocean are involved in the darknefsof Paganifm.
Their idolatry is affociated with cuftoms, abfurd, fanguinary and
obfcene. The female character is funk in fervility and wretched-

nefs. Millions in Europe, Africa and Afia are revering the ^ ra-

bian impoftor as a meffenger from God, and the Koran as their

guide to Paradife. Ten millions of our race are Jews, fcattered

throughout every nation, and are every where refting in their

Law and rejedling the MefTiah. In many fections of our globe,

where chriftianitv is publicly profefTed, it has been fo mixed with
vain fuperftitiotit, its do(flrines fo mifmterpreted, its duties fo mis-

taken, and the means by which it has been propagated and main-

tained, fo repugnant to its pure and gentle fpirit, that even Chris-

tendom itfelf prefents fcenes for pious exertion, which for igno-

rance and mifery, are in heathen regions Scarcely exceeded.

Who can contemplate the profpedt our world prefents, without

exclaiming mine eye alfe»5leth my heart ?" The foul of a Tar-

tar, or a Hindoo, of an Indian or a Muffulman, is as wonderful a

faculty, as immaterial and immortal as the foul of a Chriftian. It

is as fufceptible as his, of hope and fear, of extacy and anguifh :

but alas ! it is dead in trefpaffes and fins, deftitute of the light of

revelation, and in danger of eternal fire : " for as many as have

iinned without the law, fhall perifh also without the law.'* Were
circumftances reverfed ; were we in moral darknefsand the pagan

world enjoying the light of life, felf-love would inftantly fuggeft

to us the benevolent duties which it would become them to dif-

charge. Thofe very duties are our own. The holy men who faw

cur fore-fathers proflrating themfelves before the fhrines of a

Woden or a Thor, and who exhorted them to turn from idols to

ferve the living and the true God, have left us in their toils an
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example of duty, and in their fucceffes encouragement for our

li veil eft hopes.

Within the laft few years, it has pleafed the good Spirit of our

God to awaken in his churches a ferious concern for the di£Fuiion

of the Saviour's caufe. Numerous, and in fome inftances large

aiTociations of Chrittians have been formed for the purpofe : con-

iiderable fums of money have been colleded ; Bibles and religious

trafts are extenfively and gratuitoufly circulating, and the hope

which thoufands cherifh that the glory of the latter day is at

hand, is as operative as it is joyous. The blefling which has fuc-

ceeded the eflForts of our denomination in India, demands our

gratitude. In a few years, the word of life will probably be tranf-

lated into all the languages of the Eaft. The change of fentiment

relative to the fubje<ft of baptifm that has lately occurred in the

minds of two refpedable charaders, who were fent out as Miffion-

aries, by another denomination of our chriftian brethren, appears

to have been of the Lord, and defigned as a means of exciting the

attention of our churches to foreign Miflions. The engagednefs

of thefe worthy brethren in the work of the Lord continues. They
look to us for aid, are adually under our care, and have an un-

doubted claim to our united and firm fupport. One of them is

about to travel through different parts of the Union with a vievr

of increafing the number of Miffionary eftabliOiments. We antici-

pate with pleafure, your zealous co-operation. The brevity of

life, the value of immortal fouls, the obligations under which di-

vine mercy has laid us, our paft inactivity, the facility with which
the great work may be effeded, the excellent tendency of the fpir-

it for foreign Miflions in multiplying Miflions at home, the exam-
ples of other chriftian perfuafions, and the incalculable bleflings

that may follow our endeavours, form a body of motive which
we hope will kindly in many of our youth an ardent defire to enter

on Miflionary fervices, and in you the holy refolution to minifter

of your abundance to all who Ihall go forth ia the name of the

Lord.
But, while we call your attention to the fpread of evangelic

truth, we would imprefs on your minds that many other and moft:

important advantages may arife to the interelis of Chrift among"
us from our a<5ting as focieties and on the more extended fcale of

a Convention, in delightful union. The independence of the

churches, we truft will ever, among us, be fteadfaftly maintained ;

but with this, as they are entirely voluntary, the holy combinations
we wifti for, can never interfere. Is it not a fadt that our churches

are ignorant of each other to a lamentable degree ? But for the

labours of one or two individuals, it is probable that whole Aflx)-

ciations might have affembled in different parts of our Union
without being known or knowing that others exifted. We have
" one Lord, one faith, one baptifm," why fliould our ignorance of
?ach other continue ? why prevent us from uniting in one common

K
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effort for the glory of the Son of God ? At the prefent Convefl-

lion the fight of brethren who had never met each other before^

and who a few months ago had never expeded to meet on earth,

afforded mutual and unutterable pleafure. It was as if the firPc

interviews of heaven had been anticipated.

The efforts of the prefent Convention have been directed chiefly*

to the e^labhfhment of a foreign Million ; but, it is expefted that

when the general concert of their brethren, and fufficietit contri-

butions to a common fund fhall furnifh them with proper inftruc-

tion and adequate means, the promotion of the interefts of the

ciiurches at home, will enter into the deliberations of future

meetings.

It is deeply to be regretted that no more attention is paid to

the improvement of the minds of pious youth who are called to

the gofpel miniftry. While this is negleded, the caufe of God
muft fuffer. Within the laft fifty years, by the diffufion of knowl-

edge and attention to liberal fcience the ftate of fociety has become
confiderably elevated. It is certainly defirable the information of

the minifter of the fanftuary fhould increafe in an equal propor-

tion. Other denominations are dire<5ling their attention with fig-

3ial ardour to the inftrudlion of their youth for this purpofe. They
are affifting them to perufe the facred writings in their original

languages, ^nd fupplying othex aids for pulpit fcrvices, which,

through the grace of the Holy Spirit, may become eminently fane-

tified for the general good. While we avow our belief that a re-

fined or liberal education is not an indifpenfable qualification for

minifterial fervice, let us never lofe fight of its real importance, but

labour to help our young men by our contributions, by the origi-

nation of education Societies, and if poflible, by a general theolog-

ical feminary, where fome, at leaft, may obtain all the advantage,

which learning and mature fludies can afford, tg qualify for ading

the part of men who are fet for the defence of the gofpel. Im-
provement of this nature will contribute to roll away from the

churches the reproach of neglecting to fupport the miniftry of the

word. They will be unwilling to receive for nothing that which

has coft their minifters much.
Finally, brethren, '* be ye fleadfaft, immoveable, always abound-

ing in the work of the Lord, lorafmuch as ye know that your

labour is not in vain in the Lord."

RICHARD FURMAN, PrefiJenf:

Atteft,

THOMAS BALDWIN, Secniarj^
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ADDRESS TO THE JEWS.

The following interesting Address to the seed of Abraham, is taken from
avefy learned and ingenious discourse, entitled, Eight Characteristics

of the Messiah, laid down by the prophet Zechariah, and all found in Je-

sus of Nazareth : evinced in a sermoji preached on Dec. 26, 1810, at

the Jew's Chapel, Church-Street, Spitalfields, by John Ryland, d. d.

It does not comport with our design, did we possess the ability, to at-

tempt a critical review of this excellent Discourse. We must be permitted,
liowever, to sketch some of the outlines, in order to prejiare the way for the
subjoined address. In his introduction, the Autlwr notices tiie deep re-

search into the Jewish prophecies, made by his venerable father, vuid says,
** I may also add, that there has been no branch of literature in which I

have taken so much delight, from my very infancj', as in that language
wherein Moses and the prophets wrote. But not expecting an opportunity,
to bear testimony for our blessed Lord to his own nation, and being fully

employed in other services for hirn, I have had but little tirqe, more mi-
nutely to study the controversy between the Jews and Christians, and to get
acquainted with their cavils against the New Testajnent, or witli their

evasions of the arguments w e deduce from the Old. Hence, while I consid-
er the service peculiarly honourable and pleasing, I greatly question my
competency to manage it, answerably to my wishes and its importance.
Not knowing, however, how to decline the invitation given me to make the
attempt, I beg leave to recommend to the notice of all in tliis assembly,
that portion of the divine word in Zech. ix. 9, :0."

Tiie text is given in Hebrew ; t!ie author probably conceiving it would
be less offensive to his Jewish hearers. After several very pertinent ob-
servations, he adds :

" Here are no less than eight cpeciai charocteristics of
the Messiah, which we will arrange under four general heads, each compris-
ing two, which seem at first siglit contrary the one to the other. Thus let

us consider

*' 1. The persons interested in the happy consequences of his appearance.

In him &\\om\({ \.h.c daughter of Zicn exuit, and ihe daughter of ^erusalcJK

triumph. He should also speak peace to the heathen.

2. His regal dignity ^ united with unspeakable condescension.

Thy KING cometii unto thee, (said the prophet^) lowlv, anc^ riding upon
jm ass, &CC

3. The principal ends of his coming, 8cc.

He is JUST.—Having salvation.

4. The wide extent of his dominion, and the unlikely means
proposed for spreading and supporting it."

These several topics are handled with much ability, and closed with the
following

ADDRESS.

AND now having briefly confidered these Eight dijl'mguijhirig

Characteristics of the Mejfiah^ all of which exactly comport with our

ideas of Jefus of Nazareth : let me earneftly entreat the candid at-

tention of the defcendants of Ab^raham, to three or fourvadditlonat

confidcrations.
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1. Is not the want of zeal for the fulfilment of the earlieft,

the greateft, an4 moft important of all the prophecies, contained in

their own fcriptures, a very ftrong evidence that the modern Jews
labour under {ome judicial blindnejs ? At the calling of Abraham,
God exprefsly avowed it to be his ultimate defign, that in kis feed

all the nations of the earth ftiould be bleffed * But what hope, de-

iire or zeal, do the prefent Jews difcover, refpe<5ting the falvation of

all the families of the ear:h ? I can hear of no anxiety (hewn by any
of that nation, fmce th^ time that they reje<5led Jefus, for the conver-

fion of idolaters ; nor can I learn that chey have any fanguine hope>

that important bleffings fhall refult to other nations, when their

Meffiah {hall make his appearance. All the pxoor dull hopes they

entertain, refpedling the confequences of his future advent, are

felfijh and n^orldly : very unlike the expedlations which the words
of promife were intended to excite in Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob.

2. I requeft the Jews alfo to confider, how much our Jefus has

actually achieved of what was predicted to be accomplifiied by the

Meffiah 1 The God of Abraham is already acknowledged as the true

God by many nations. The old idolatry which prevailed through

Europe, while the Jews dwelt in Canaan, is completely abolilhed.

Jefus has overturned the idols of Greece and Rome, as well as

thofe that were wor(hipped in Egypt, in Syria, and AfTyria, and
in other countries more contiguous to the land of Ifrael. Neither

Solomon, nor Daniel, who enjoyed the greateft advantages for this

fervice ;
' nor any of the great men whom God raifed up among

the Jews, previous to the times of our Lord, effeded any thing like

what was accomplifiied by the fifliermen of Galilee, and by Saul

of Tarfus, after he was brought to acknowledge Jefus as the Mef-
fiah. I befeech the children of Abraham to confider, how unlike-,

ly an event muft have taken place upon their hypothefis ! If Jefus

be not truly the Meffiah, but if there be yet a Meffiah to come, how
ftrange is it, that God (hould have permitted an impoftor to antic-

ipate him : and not only to lay a plaufible claim to his character,

but aflually to perform the works allotted him, in the moft im-

portant predi<5i:ions !f No future Meffiah can have the like oppor-

tunity of (hewing fuch heavenly credentials, as Jefus of Nazareth
produced ; by attacking and overcoming paganifm, at a time

when its prevalence was univerfal, when the greateft of all the pa-

gan monarchies was in its full ftrength, and when, by the deifica-

tion of the emperors, it was become more conneded with their

fuppofed honour, to uphold the popular fuperftition. Under fucSi

circumftances as thefe, did Jefus, by his unarmed fervants, attack

^11 the prejudices of paganifm ; and he has prevailed fo extensive-

ly, and maintained his conquefts fo long, as to authorize our con-

fident expedtation of his obtaining a complete viftory, for the cauf^

of righteoufnefs and truth.

* Gen. xii. 3, xxii. 18. xxvi. 4. xxviii. 14.

See Jonathan Edwards* Miscellaneous Observations, p. 23 and §48,
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3. I wifil the Teed of Ifrael to refle(fl, how necefTarily a change

of the Levitical economy is implied, in all the predtclions of their

prophets refpeding ^Je extent of the Meffiah's kingdom. The
ceremonial law was Itnted to the ftate of the church, only while it

ihould be confined to the limits of one fmali country ; and could

not be adapted to the circumftances of all nations. Judaifm could

not become an univerfal religion. The law of Mofes, which God
commanded to him in Horeb, for all Ifrael, with the ftatutes and
judgments,* was only intended to continue till the advent of that

great prophet ;-|- who, like Mofes, fhould introduce a new difpenfa-

tion of religion, fuited to a very different ftate of the Church ;

when the knowledge of the glory ot the Lord fliould cover the whole

earth ; when, as Jeremiah predicted, " They fhall fay no more.

The ark of the covenant of the Lord ; neither fhall it come to

mind ; neither ftiall they remember it ; neither (hall that be done

any more."

J

Confider thefe things, O ye children of Abraham, beloved for

your father's fake 1 Examine impartially, whether the plaineft and

moft important characteriflics of the MefHah, do not evidently

meet in the bleffed Jesus ? Thofe excellencies, which, at firft view,

feem almoU incompatible, and as if they could hardly be found

united in the fame perfon, are neverthelefs combined in him ; as

we have Ihewn with refpedl to thofe eight particulars fpecified in

the text. Oh that ycu would diligently fearch the writings of

Mofes and your own prophets, and fee if they would not lead you

to expect greater, more fpiritual, and more extenfive blellings from

the Mefllah, than any of which you appear to entertain the imalleft

conception ? Myriads of Chriftians have higher hopes for you, as

well as for themfelves, than ever feem to enter into your minds.

All true ChrilUans long for your falvation. And let not the lives

of mere nominal Chriflians prove a ftumbling-block in your way.

Refledt on the hiftory of your own nation, and ask if Ifaiah or

Jeremiah, Elijah or Elifha, Ezekiel or Daniel, were accountable

for the faults of their cotemporaries ? You have a proof tliat there

are Chrillians who care greatly for the falvation of their fellow-

men ; for the falvation of the remoteft heathen, for the falvation of

the Jews : they care for your fouls ; the love of Chrift conftrains

them, to fpend their property for your temporal and fpiritual

^ood. Oh that you would examine the New Te (lament, and fee

if this be not the genuine tendency of the religion there taught us ;

and ask your own conferences, if modern Judaifm is fuited to pro-

duce the like fpirit I

I utterly difapprove of all national refle(5lions. But if the best

men among you muft acknowledge, that notorious vice is gener-

ally prevalent, efpeclally among the lower clafses of your nation :

and if the more fober and refpectable, have only an external form

of religion, which neither makes them holy nor happy ; is not this

Mai. iv. -f. I Deut. xviii. 15' 4 Jer. iii. 16;
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a flronger evidence than all your long-continued fufferings, that

God is difpleafed with yon,and has withdrawn his Holy Spirit from
you ? There are many thoufands of Chriftjj|ps, who dare avow,
and can ftrongly prove, that their religion does much for them.
It reftrains them from evil

; they can fay of this, or other common
linful practice, " So did not I, becaufe of the fear of God."* It

makes them happy ; they can fay with Jeremiah, " Thy words
were found and I did eat them ; and thy word was unto me the

joy and rejoicing of my heart."f They know what the Pfalmift

meant, by God's lifting up the light of his countenance upon us,

which can put gladnefs into the heart, beyond all that is felt by
worldly men, when their corn and new wine are increafed.J But
what good do the Scriptures themfelves do to you, who profefs to

believe the Old Tcftament, but reject the New ? Are you a holy

nation ? Are you a people peculiarly devoted to the Lord ; formed
#- /by him, for himfelf, to fhew forth his praife ?§ Have you evidently

a remnant of fuch people among you, whofe God is their exceed-

ing joy
?ll

, x\bove all, I urge you to inquire, how you can hope for the

pardon of fm, who do not look for a fuffering Meffiah, to make

real and lading atonement ? Your fieri fices have long Ijnce ceafed.

And while they continued to be offered, they could not make the

^ttendanti) on the Levitical worfhip perfect, as touching the con-

fcience. Their conflant repetition plainly indicated their ineffica-

cy.^ All your tribes were obliged, at their firfl; entrance into

Canaan, to acknowledge the juftice of that curfe, which was foK

emnly denounced againft every one, who did not continue in all

things written in the book of the Law, to do them.** Who then

can efcape I " If thou Lord fhouldcft mark iniqaity. Lord, who

iliall ftand l\\ Well might David pray, " Enter not into judgment

with thy fervant, for in thy fight no flelh living (hall be juftified.Jj;

iSut, hovv fhall God difplay the confiftency of his character, as

Jehovah, Jehovah God, merciful and gracious, forgiving iniquity,

tranfgrelTion, and fm, while he will by no means clear the guil-

ty ?M \^ovi fliall fm be freely pardoned, and yet utterly difcoun-

tenanced ? Our text points us to one, who is juft, and having fal-

vatipn. It is only through the facrifice of the Meffiah, that Je-

hovah can be " A juft God, and a Saviour."ff But " in Jehovah

jfhall all the feed of Ifrael be juftified and (liali glory/'*** Or, as

Jonathan paraphrafes it, with evident reference to the Meffiah,

*' In the Word of the Lorcj, fliall all the feed of Ifrael be juftified,

and fhall glory."

Thus only is it, that

*' Mercy and truth are m^t toother

y

R'lghteousnefs and peace have kiffed each other.^'\\\

*Neh.v. 15. I Jer. XV. 16. +Ps.iv. 6,7. § Isa. xliii. 21. IfPs.xlili.^,

^ Heb.x. 1—4. ** Deiit.xxvii. 26 ff Ps. cxxx. 3. i\ Ps. cxliii. 2.

Exod. xxxiv. 6. ^I^ Usa. xlv. 21. *** 25. fff Ps. Ixxxv. 10,
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In this harmonious difplay of the Divine perfections, through
the redemption that is in Chrift Jefus, we have found reft to our
fouls ; and affectionately defirous that others, in like manner, may-

experience joy and peace in believing, we teftify to our fe low-men
of every race, and efpecially to the kinsmen of our Lord according

to the flefh, that there is falvation in none other, neither is there

any name given among men, whereby a fmner can be faved, but
the name of Jefus.*

But I fear left fome nominal Jews, as well as fome nominal
Chriftians, adhere merely to the form of religion in which they

were brought up, without any thorough conviction of the cruth of

divine revelation. Let me, therefore, requeft both forts of infidels

or fceptics, to refle<fl on the argument we draw, from the harmony
of the Old and New Teftaments, to prove that both are divinely

infpired» Is it then credible, that one fet of impoftors would thus

play into the hands of another fet, of whom they had no knowl-
edge ; as the latter did not exift till feveral centuries after the

death of the lateft of the former ? If Mofes had not been divinely

infpired, would he have foretold the coming of a prophet, who
Ihould be the author of a new dlfpenfation of religion, and change
the economy which w;ts adapted only to a fingle nation, for one
fuited to be an universal religion ? Or would Jefus, had.he been an
impoftor, have been willing to have his hands and feet nailed to

the crofs, merely in hope of being taken for the Meffiah after his

death ? He expeded and predicted his own crucifixion ; while, if

he had not been confcious of a divine miftion, he could have no
hope, either of his own refurrection, or of llie fuccefs of his difci-

ples in propagating his doctrines, after they had loft their mafter.

What, indeed, could be lefs probable, than that they, who forfook

him in the hour of his fufferings, would be afterwards infpired with

courage, and fired \^ith ardent zeal in his caufe ; gradually enter-

ing into his plan, which they had been fo flow to underftand, re-

fpecting the calling of the Gentiles I How wonderful, that they

fliould be joined after a while, by one of the bittereft of their per-

fecutors, who laboured more abundantly and fuccefsfully than all

of them ? And how unaccountable their fuccefs, if they were not

endued with power from on high J

At the fame time, our Lord's prophecies refpecting the deftruc-

tion of Jerufalem, though moft evidently not dictated by
rancour or refentment, but uttered wi,th unfeigned pity and
grief, were moft punctually and marvellously accomplifhed.

The argument is ftrengthened, by the long continued un*
belief of the Jews, and the furprising calamities which have
followed them ; notwithftanding which they have been pre-

ferved as a diftind people, though fcattered among all nations :

fo as to fhew at once the difpleafure, and yet the fpecial attention

of the Moft High. How exaiflly does their prcfent fta'-.c arqprd

* Acts iv. 12.
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with tlie dcfcnptlon, given by Mofes in his prophetic fong ; as well

as with other predidtive intimations, both in the Old and New
Teftament ! The Jews have not been incorporated among other
nations, they are not favoured of God as formerly, and yet they
are not fuffered to turn idolaters ; there is little or no fign of vital

religion among them, yet they hold faft the form of Judaifm ;

and teflify that the prophecies of the Old Teftament were not forg-

ed by Chriftians, fince the days of Jefus ; but were tranfmitted to

them by their forefathers as divinely infpired.

Let me add a few words, to all who partially admit the doctrine

of the text. If Jefus be indeed the true Messiah, of what impor-
tance is it that we examine whether we are perfonally interefted in

his falvation ! Do we know, love, and admire the king of Zion,
and rejoice exceedingly at his coming ? Do w^ value and enjoy
the peace that he fpeaks ? Are we confcious that we had, by fin,

entered into a fatal controverfy with God, in which as all the fault

was ours, fo all the ruinous confequences muft have fallen on U5«

had it not been for the council of peace, between the Father and
his incarnate Son ? Are we pleafed with the character of the Me-
diator, as juft and having falvation ? Do we cordially unite with
him in the ends of his redemption, and value the whole of his fal-

vation ? Are we pleafed with the nature of his kingdom ? had we
rather that he fhould reign in us, and thoroughly subdue our in-

iquities, than that he fhould beftow on us any earthly honours or
emoluments whatever ? Do we love his caufe, and defire that it

may fpread univerfally ; offering as earneftly that petition, ** thy
kingdom come as ever we could utter that, " give us this day
our daily bread

If fo, we may well exult exceedingly, and triumphantly antici-

pate his glorious fuccefs. He muft increafe.* He muft reign,

till he has put all enemies under his feet.f

Oh what an honour will it be to fubferve, in any degree, the

fulfilment of this predidion ! How ble/Ted a thing is it, to be em-
ployed, voluntarily and intentionally, in promoting the Meffiah's

kingdom ! Never let us imitate the Jews in the days of Haggai,
who faid, " the time is not come, the time that the Lord's houfc
ftiould be built":^ Shall a chriftian feem to admit, that the time

is come, for him to fpend upon his lufts, or to lay up his hoards ;

but not the time to lay out for God ? Could I fufpedl any one of

my hearers to be of this caft, I ftiould reply, " If we were all like

you, the time never would come, for any great good to be done,

till this Laodicean generation were laid under ground, and a more
hearty fet of friends to Chrift, raifed up in our ttead." Rather let

us imitate David, who exerted himfelf to the utmoft of his ability,

m preparing for the ere<5lion of the temple, though aware that the

honour of building it was referved for his fucceffor. He did well

ih ;t he had it in his heart ;J and he who is the fon and Lord of

• John iu. 30. f 1 Cor.xv.25. ,4 Ha^. i. 2. §1 Chr. xxix.& 2 Chr. vi.S
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Abraham, as well as the root and offspring of David, will approve

of your attempts to make him known to his relatives after the

fleih ; and if the time for all Ifrael to be faved, ftiould be a little

longer deferred, yet we truft he will grant us a few genuine con-

verts of that race, as a fheaf of the firft-fruits of the harveft, which
will be accepted of the Lord.*

Let us look forward, my brethren, even beyond the latter day
glory, to the fecond advent of our Saviour ; when he, who once

entered Jerufalem in fuch lowly pomp, fhall come in the clouds of

heaven, to be admired in his faints, and glorified in all them that

believe f Millions of redeemed Jews, millions of flived Gentiles,

fhall then unite in the everlafting fong, " Worthy is the Lamb that

was flain, to receive power, and riches, and wifdom, and ftrength,

and honour, and glory, and bleffing, for ever and ever. Amen !'*

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE—BAPTIST MISSION IN
INDIA.

Extract of a letterfrom Dr, Marjhman, dated the yth of
February^ i^ii,^ publijhed in the i^ih number of Peri^

odical Accounts^

** Brother Lawfon makes great progrefs in the language, and is

a man of an excellent fpirit. He is engaged in cutting a fount of
Chinefe type;; for a didionary of the language, &c. The word of
the Lord feems evidently to grow and multiply among us. Near-
ly feventy have been added in the paft year to the Church at Se-

rampore and Calcutta ; and the fpirit which feems to pervade
them is peculiarly pleafing. Almoft all the brethren at Calcutta

are endeavouring, in. one way or other, to recommend the Gofpel
to thofe around them. This I efteem a precious token for good.
The native brethren at Serampore, too, are much ftirred up to feek

the falvation of their countrymen. Nearly every one, capable of

fpeaking, is out on a Lord's day in the neighbouring towns and vil-

lages. This fpirit, you may be certain, we encourage to the utmoft.

Indeed, the word is fpread over fuch an extent of country, that I

fometimes ftand ftill and admire the hand of God therein. Nearly

500 have been baptized in thefe twelve years, and they are fpread

over an extent of more than 1000 miles in length. The exten-

fion, during the paft year, amidft all our afBidions, has been great-

er than in any former year. Four new ftations have been occu-

pied, and promife to be effective, of which we had fcarcely any
idea at the beginning of the year ; namely, Patna, Columbo,
Chittagong, and Bombay.

Lev, xxiii. 10, 11.

L
- C Thecs- i. 10.



^ 2 Religious Intelligence.,* Bapiijl MiJJtm in India.

" At Patna, Thompfon is labouring, of whofe fpirit you can
form fome idea from his journals. At Columbo, brother Chater

has found an abundant entrance for the word. I had an affec-

tionate letter from him about a fortnight ago. He and fifter Cha-
ter feem quite happy in their work, which rejoices us. At Chit-

tagong, about 300 miles from us in the eaft of Bengal, and on the

borders of the Burman empire, brother De Bruyn is employed.
Within three days of his arrival, the Catholic clergyman came to

hear him, and feeing he had hoc feats, fent for the benches out of

his church. A few days after, a refpedable woman there brought
twenty to hear him, and offered him a piece of ground on which
to erect a place of worfhip. At Bombay, brother Carapeit is ar-

rived. We have received a letter from him, the fpirit breathing

in wMch will cheer your heart when you get it. Bef^Jes the filu-

ations of our brethren in the army, in Mahratta, and Java, and
the Isle of France, there are now fourteen ftations, and only three of

them occupied by brethren fent out as Miflionaries from England;
namely, Serampore, Digah, and Columbo, All the reft are oc-

cupied by men raifed up in India, as Agra, by Peacock r.nd Mack-
intofh ; Patna, by Thompfon ;

Dinagepore, by Fernandez ; Goa-
malty, by De Cruz ; Cutwa, by W. Carey ; Jeffore, by Petrofe ;

Dacca, by Cornirti ; Chitlagong, by De Bruyn ; Oriffa, by Peter ;

Rangoon, by F. Carey and Kerr ; and Bombay, by Carape/t Chator

Aratoon. O for the dews of Heaven to water tbefe little hills of Zi-

on \ O that the Lord may blefs us indeed, and enlarge our coaft ;

that his hand may be with us ; and that he may keep us from evil,

that it may not grieve us !"

We are much concerned to perceive, in the pamphlet before us,

fymptoms of a difpofitiop on the part of our Indian Government
and its fervants to harafs the Miflionaries, and interrupt their la-

bours. We truft, however, that, as foon as the mind of the Brit-

ilh Parliament on this fubjed fhall be known in India, a different

tone will be given to the proceedings of the public fundionaries.

We are difpofed, alfo, to hope for much from the known liberali-

ty of Earl Moira, the prefent Governor-General, and from his

marked defire to promote the diffufion of the Scriptures and of

general knowledge, as it has been evinced by the cordial fupport

he was accuf\omed to yield to all inftitutions formed for that

objedt.

lord Minto commenced his government in India by interdiding

the public preaching of the Miffionaries (an interdiction which af-

ter a time was relaxed :) he has clofed it by a proceeding ftili

more arbitrary and vexatious.

The following extra^ of a letter from Dr. Carey, dated March
25, 1 8 13, will explain its nature.

I fit down to write with a mind fo difturbed with different
kinds of feelings, that I fcarcely know how to exprefs them, Laft
>ear we had to mourn x)ver a raofl heavy calamity by fire> which
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we fuffered in this month. Thi? year we had fet apart a time at

the expiration of twelve months to review the dealings of God with

us fincc that calamitous event ; when the very day before our

meeting, we received letters from Government, ordering our breth-

ren Robinfon, Johns, and Lawfon home to England. I can aflign

no renfon for this meafure : certainly nothing on the part of our
brethren, has been, or can be, alleged by them as a reafon. In-

deed the fweeping claufe of the Charter, which requires all Euro-
peans not in the fervice of the King or Company to be fent to

England, is the alleged reafon. It is an imperious duty of all who
love the Lord Jefus, to labour in all proper ways with the Legifla-

ture to obtain leave for Miffionaries to fettle in India, and to trav-

el from place to place, or to fettle in any of the provinces, with-

out controul, unlefs they are guilty of civil crimes or inifdemean-

ors." ,
It appears that on the arrival of MefTrs. Johns and Lawfon, who

had g )ne out by A^ny of America, previous application to the Gov-
ernment h.iving been made on their behalf, they were allowed to

continue in the country till the will of the Directors (hould ,be

known ;* and on the ground of this allowance, Mr. Johns was ap-

pointed by the Governor-General in Council, Ading Surgeon of

Serampore, and Mr. Lawfon was permitted to refide at the Mis-
fion-houfe, where he aflifted in the improvement of the Chinefe
types.

In January laft, letters pa/Ted between the Public Secretary and
Dr. Marfhman, the refult of which was an acknowledgement on
the part of the latter, that the Mifllonaries came out without leave

of the Directors.

On tlie 1 2th of March the Mifllonaries received a communica-
tion from the Public Secretary, in the name of the Right Honour-
able the Governor-General in Council, containing a letter to Dr.
MarOiman, requsfting him to inform Meffrs. Johns, Lawfon, and
Robinfon, that they were ordered to return to Europe by the fleet

then under defpatch, and a letter addrefled by the Public Secreta-

ry to each of them, to the fame purport. This was fucceeded th^

fame day by an order from the Police Magi ft rate at Calcutta, to

each of them, requiring them to appear before him the next day.
This Mr. Lav/fon did, accompanied by Dr Marfliman ; virhen the

Magiftrate infilled on Mr. Lawfon's figning an engagement pofi-

tively to embark on board one of the two fliips then under def-

patch. Dr, M, alleged that they had not been made acquainted
with the order twenty-four hours, and that they had not been able
as yet to make any arrangement refpecting either themfelves or
their infant families ; and, further, that it wtis their intention to
make a refpectful application to Government on the fubject ; and

• There had not been time to learn the will of the Directors : so that
this engag-ement was violated by the Governnient, which appears th«re-
fore to have committed a breach of good faith:
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though they would cheerfully fign a promife to comply with the

will of Government, it yet feemed peculiarly hard to compel them
to fign an engagement, which, when fent in to Government, might
tend to lelTen the effect of a fubfequent application. It would
make them appear inconfiftent to be praying for relief from an or-

delr which they had folemnly pledged themfelves to perform.

This, however, had no effect on the magiftrate, who, on Mr. Law-
ibn's hefitating to fign the engagement, immediately committed
him to curtody, and fent him under an efcort of Seapoys to prifon,

where he continued fome hours, till, on Dr. M.*s having applied

to the Public Secretary, an order was immediately fent to the Po-
lice Magiftrate to releafe him. He was, however, required to ap-

pear again before the Police Magiftrate, which he did, and figned

a promife to obey the orders of Government. A fimilar order was
fent to Mr. Johns, which he alfo figned. Mr. Robinfon was gone
to Java a few days before the order was iffued.

*

The Miftionaries, though with but little hope of fuccefs, refolv-

ed to petition the Governor-General. The Commiflionef for

Serampore alfo undertook to lay Mr. Johns' cafe before his Lord-
fhip. It being reprefented to the Governor-General that Mr.
X,awfon had begun a fount of Chinefe types, which was not com-
pleted, this plea operated in his favour ; but no attention was
paid to the applications on the part of Mr. Johns. On the con-

trary, an order for his return was peremptorily confirmed, and he
was given to underftand, that if he did not immediately take his

paffage, he would be apprehended, and carried on board the fhip.

The Public Secretary alfo faid, that Mr. Robinfon would be, fent

home from Java.

On the 29th of March, after being folemnly commended to God,
and to the Chriftian fympathy of their brethren in England, Mr.
and Mrs. Johns, with their little one, took leave of the brethren

at Serampore, and went down to the fhip the next day. They
have fince arrived in England.

Dr. Carey adds as follows :

—

" The ftate of India, as to religion, is widely different to what
it was twenty years ago. Then a Chriftian could fcarcely be
found ; now you can fcarcely go any where without meeting with

fome, either Europeans or natives. The greateft number of thefe

in the provinces, however, are deftitute of the means of grace, un-

lefs a native or country-born minifter vifit them. There is a gen-

eral fpirit of inquiry about the Gofpel all over the country ; and
this inquiry increafes more and more. Five natives of high caft,

not far from Serampore, have lately been baptized, who have
been brought to a knowledge of the truth without any communi-
cation with us. They met with Bibles and trails, and God
wrought by them. Thefe men had begun to fanftify the Sabbath,

and meet for chriftian worfhip, before we knew them. They have
boldly owned the Saviour, and meet the perfecutions of their
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idolatrous relations like Chriftians. They fay there are nearly a

hundred who are only detained from publicly acknowledging

Chrift by family oppofition, and who it is hoped will be enabled

to make a profefHon in due time. The caufe of our Redeemer
does profper glorioufly. His word is gone forth, and is ftill go-

ing forth ; and great as our troubles are, I cannot avoid thinking

this, after all, a time of the triumphs of Divine Mercy.
" My fon Felix lately returned to Rangoon, with Norman Kerr,

his colleague. All other Europeans have left the country on ac-

count of the oppreffions of the Burmaa government ; but Felix

fays their profpedls were never brighter. We are now going for-

ward in printing the fcriptures to a greater extent than ever- Thir-

teen verfions are in the prefs ; and three more are expeded to fol-

low foon. The Church at Calcutta is become large, and ftill in-

creafes." Chris. Obferv.

Extract of a letterfrom Rev. WiIIia?n Johns^ to the Rev.

Mr, Bolies of Salemy dated Birmingham ^ (Eng.J
March 7, 18 14.

** The work of God is going on well in India ; but of this I

hope you will be informed in letters diredl from thence ; as by a
letter received this week, I underftand that a brig had arrived at

Calcutta from America, having failed with permilSon of the Brit-

ifli admiral Warren. My letter informs me, that Judfon was at

Madrafs, on his way to Pulo Penang, or Java. Nott and Hall
had received the fandion of the worthy Sir Evan Nepean to re-

main in his department if they pleafed. Kriflino, the firft native

convert and preacher, is labouring in a new field in the Eaftern

borders of Bengal, has already baptized 7 perfons from among the

Mountaineers, that before had not heard of Chrift. The place is

only about 300 miles from China. Blefled work ! Glorious fuc-

cefs ! They ftiall come from the eaft and from the weft, from the

north and from the fouth, for the mouth of Jehovah hatli fpokea

it.

'* I long to hear from you and other American brethren ! Yes,

brethren we are in Chrift, which neither feas, nor governments, nor

politics can divide. Let us then rejoice, that we are going to that

delightful land, where no bar to intercourfe (hall be experienced

—

where no ficknsfs, no forrow, nor death is known."
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

Extract of a letterfrom the Re v* Silas Stearns^ to the Edi-

tor^ dated Bath, (^Dist. Me,J May 27, 1814.

Rev. and dear Sir,

ALTHOUGH nothing particularly intarefting has occured in

this place, yet there are a few things in this vicinage which may
not be uninterefting to you. While peftilential difeafe Is fweeping
off the inhabitants of fome towns around us, we in this place are

mercifully preferved. The vine which God hath planted by the

rivers of water in this place, appears as yet to be alive, and in de-

fiance of fatan and his allies, ftill looks green and flouriflung. God
has been pleafed of late to purge it by trials, which circumftance

induces a belief, that it yields fome fruit. And God is able, and
I trull will eventually make it like Jofeph, a fruitful bough, auhofe

branches fpread ever the walls. For this, may we lhare an intertft

in your prayers.

It is with peculiar pleafure, that I am permitted to mention,

that of late 1 have enjoyed the fatisfadlion of feeing the grace of

God difplayed in the town of Mount-Vernon, in which place I

have a fifter refiding. Her husband, in the courfe of the laft win-

ter, experienced not only a change of heart, but an important

change of fentiment : i. e. from infidelity to chriftianity ! That
this change was not effected by human power or might, but by
the Spirit of God, was evident, by its being wrought without any
vifible means.

While riding from his refidence to Hallowell, and while dif-

pofed to pour contempt upon religious teachers, he was fuddenly

awakened to all the horrors of his wretched condition, which con-

tinued for feveral days, and finally terminated in the evidence of

pardoned fin through the blood of the crofs ; and was fucceeded

by peace and joy unutterable. I was conftrained when feeing and
converfing with him, to exclaim, " what hath God wrought !

" Is

not this a brand plucked out of thefre
A few weeks fince I received an invitation to vlfit him, and to

fpend a Sabbath in the place and adminifter the ordinance of bap-

tifni to him. The fecond Lord's day of the prefent month, I com-
plied with the invitation ; and baptized him and a captain Coval

and wife from this town. The feafon was peculiarly pleafant. I

now concluded ray labours here were finifiied ; but was foon con-

vinced to the contrary. A meeting for the evening was appoint-

ed, but for various reafons only a few attended. In introducing

the fervice, it was obferved, that Chrift on a particular occafion

preached to one hearer only, and that rtie was converted ! And
that if as much fuccefs attended the prefent preaching, we fhould

have occafion to mention the interview v/ith gratitude in eternity.
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A poor man who had had fome previous feiious impreflions, re-

ceived all that was faid refpeding the wretched and dangerous

condition of the impenitent, as addrefled to himfelf ; and obferved

in relating his experience, that although he had gone through

many hardlhips, both by fea and land, yet he thought that the

diftrefs he underwent while at meeting and during that night, was
greater than all that he had ever before experienced.

I expected early on Monday to fet out for Bath. But was un-

expectedly detained until Tuefday. At an early hour on Monday
morning we vifited at the houfe of a Mr. Nicolfon, where the man
mentioned above, refided. Mr. N. and wife were members of a Pe-

dobaptift church. Two of their fons, during the work then going

on in that neighbourhood, had in a judgment of charity experienc-

ed a work of grace. The youngeft defired me (if his parents

would give confent) to adminifter the ordinance of baptifm to

him. His father in a very tender and feeling manner intimated

to him, that he had offered him up as he trufted in fincerity, in

baptifm in his infancy. With admirable filial affedlion and defer-

ence to his father's judgment, he obferved, that he was convinced

from the Bibk, that it was the believer's duty and privilege, to fol-

low the example of Chrift in baptifm. The parents foon kindly

gave their confent, adding, ** Go, and the Lord be with you."

We foon found that the parents' minds were alfo exercifed on the

fubjeCt. And judge, dear Sir, what was our joy and furprife,

when, after fermon, Mr. N. and wife, two fons, and a hired man,
all giving fatisfaflory evidence of piety, came forward, and in

imitation of Him who came to fave loft finners, were buried in

baptifm ! This was one of the moft folemn and interefting fcenes

I ever witnefTed. Mr. N. is a man of refpe<5lable chara<fler and
talents. He had for fome time paft been a deputy ftieriff, which
«xcited on the occafion the following remark : that, ** The jailor

and his houfe tuere converted.** Indeed there were feme circum-
ftances nearly referobling that fcriptural account : The former of-

fice of Mr. N.—the time of day when he was baptized*—his own
faith and joy, with that of his houfehold, &c. But, dear Sir, I

feel my infufficiency to do juftice to a fubjed which excites the

joy of angels. But in thefe difplays of divine grace, I truft your
heart will rejoice.

In feveral towns in this eaftern country, God has been reviving

his work. In the town of Hope, not far from Penobfcot river, I

believe nearly thirty have been baptized ; and fome few in Camp-
den. In Paris, and in Jay, there has alfo been fome religious at-
tention.

One circumftance I omitted refpe<5ling the work at Mount-Ver-
non, viz. that in the part of the town where the work of God was
going on, there was noli a fingle cafe of the prevailing fever

:

while at the fame time it was r.iging in other parts <:f the town.
In this neighbourhood, not a family, but one or more were hope-

* Just 111 the dusk; of t!ie evening-.
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ful fubjeifts of the work. Comparing thefe circumftances, the

words of the apoftle came with weight upon my mind : " Behold
the goodnefs and feverity of God !" This work has been princi-

pally among a people, who difclaim any other appellation fave that

of Chrijlian. They treated us on the baptifmal occafion in a
chriftian-like manner. Thofe who were baptized by me will pro-

bably foon be organized into a church ; as they believe order in

worftiip e/Tential, and think that tnvo cannot comfortably nvalh to-

gether unlefs they be agreed.

It is with pleafure we hear of the fuccefs attending brother Rice,

and hope that our brethren will be ftimulated thereby to greater

adivity in this glorious work. We hope he will make us a vifit.

There are in this eaftern country a confiderable number of Baptift

profeffors who could, if difpofed, do fomething for the fpread of

the gbfpel.

In clofmg this long letter permit me to obferve, that my prayer

to God for you is, that your ufeful life may be fpared ; that the

remnant of your years may be crowned with fuccefs, and when
your days already numbered, fhail be finiflied, you may give up
your final account with joy. So prays,

SILAS STEARNS.

ON CATECHETICAL INSTRUCTION.
(Concluded from p. 6i.)

CATECHETICAL inftrudion has a happy efFedt in creating in

the minds of children an affeaionate efteem for the minifter, on

whofe labours they attend. They fee that he feels interefted in

their welfare ; that he feeks their good. They view him as their

inftru<5ler, and their guide. His admonitions and counfels will fall

with weight on their minds. When he vifits the family, inftead

of avoiding his prefence, they will be more likely to greet him as

one of their beft friends ; and will confider it a favour to hear

what i/Tues from his lips. Is it not more probable, that, when

young people entertain thefe favourable ideas ofa minifter, he will

be made ufeful to them, than when they flee from him as if he

were their enemy ?

It is reafonable to fuppofe, that our youth would derive more

profit from the fermons they hear, that they would underftand and

retain more of what is advanced from the pulpit, if they were made

more familiar with the fcriptures in fome fuch way, as that which

we now recommend. It will tend to correct their habits of think-

j

ing, and furniOi them with a ftock of fcriptural ideas, which

though they fliould not reach the heart, may be very ufeful to

them through life.

It will be acknowledged without hefitation, as one of the piain-

eft truths of holy nvrit, that neither parents, nor minifters, can im-

part faving grace to the hearts of the young j but this does not
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leffen their obligation to prefent to the underftanding of their chil-

dren, in the moft clear and forcible manner, the great truths of di-

vine revelation.

In many inftances, God has blefled catechetical inftruflion for

the falvation of the foul. Many a pious youth has been conftrained

to fay, that it was while he was attempting to fix fome important

queftion or anfwer on his mind, or while his parent or minifter

was interrogating him on fome religious fubject, the Lord taught

him that he was a finner ; and caufed him to feel the ablolute ne-

ceffity of pardoning mercy. Indeed, fome of the moft eminent

fervants of God have attributed their firfl ferious impreffions to

the truths which they were enjoined to treafure up in their mem-
ories.

And though no immediate good may be produced, the knowl-

edge now planted in the mind, like feed buried in the earth, may
fpring up at fome diftant period, and become really profitable to

the foul WhqUllfae heart is changed by the power of God, ideas

which had been previoufly acquired, may prove of efTential fer-

vice to the comfort, the liability, the ufefulnefs, and the honour of

the chriftian.

The Rev. John Newton, who was fuch a monument of the fove-

reign power, and diftinguiftiing grace of God, fpeaks of the great

importance of this kind of inltrudion, which he perceived by the

exercifcs of his own mind. *• My mother," fays he, ** was a pious

experienced chriftian : fhe herfelf taught me Englifti ; and with

fo much fuccefs, that when I was four years old, I could read with

propriety in any common book that offered. She ftored my mem-
ory, which was then very retentive, with many valuable pieces,

chapters, and portions of fcripture, catechifms, hymns, and poems.
How far the beft education may fall Ihort of reaching the heart,

will ftrongly appear in the fequel of my hiftory : yet I think, for

the encouragement of pious parents to go on in the good way, of
doing their part faithfully to form their children's minds, I may
properly propofe myfelf as an inftance.

" Though in procefs of time, I finned away all the advantages of

thefe early impreffions, yet they were for a great while a reftraint

upon me ; they returned again and again, and it was very long
before I could wholly (hake them off ; and when the Lord at

length opened my eyes, I found a great benefit from the recollec-

tion of them."
Perhaps, after all the pains you have taken with your children,

to make known to them the firft principles of the Gofpel ; you
may not witnefs the falutary eff^iifts you could wifh : Still tlie in-

fluence of your efforts may not be wholly loft. After you are

laid in the tomb, the fruit of your labours may appear. Light in

the underftanding often proves a powerful check to unfanctified

paffions. He whofe judgment is well informed cannot fin to the

fame degree which others do, without great ftruggles and ftings
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of conscience, and the moft fearful apprehenficns of the fiery in-

dignation of Jehovah. Thus he is fometimes brought to a ftand,

while others rufli headlong to ruin.

If we can do no more, ought we not to lay as many barriers in

the way of fin and folly as poflible ? If our offspring are urged on
by their native depravity in a courfe of fin, let us endeavour to fix

thofe ideas on their minds, which may make a life of fin, a life of

bitternefs to their fouls : fo that when they ftretch forth their hands
to take the cup of finful pleafure, they may find it more bitter

than wormwood and gall.

Should our endeavours be of little, or no avail, we fhall ftill en-

joy the fatisfa<5lion of having aimed at the discharge of our duty.

And our children will not have caufe in the regions of eternal for-

row to reproach us, for having brougKt them up in the moft de-

plorable ignorance of God and the way of falvation.

PHILOPAIDOS.

THE SUM OF RELIGION.

Written by Judge Haky Lord Chief Jujilce of England^, and found
in his clofet amongst other papers after his deceafe.

HE that fears the Lord of heaven and earth, walks humbly be-

fore him, thankfully lays hold of the meffage of redemption by
Jefus Christ, and ftrives to exprefs his thankfulnefs by the fincerity

of his obedience. He is forry with all his foul, when he comes
short of his duty. He walks watchfully in the denial of himfelf,

and holds no confederacy with any luft, or known sin : if he falls

in the leaft meafure, he is reftlefs till he has made his peace by true

repentance. He is true to his promifes, jufl in his dealings, char-

itable to the poor, sincere in his devotion. He will not deliberate-

ly difiionour God, although fecure of impunity. He hath his hopes

and his converfation in heaven, and dares not do any thing unjuft-

ly, be it ever fo much to his advantage : and all this, becaufe he
fees him that is invifible, and fears him becaufe he loves him :

fears him as well for his goodnefs as his greatnefs. Such a man,
whether he be an Epifcopalian or a Prefbyterian, an Independent

or an Anabaptift ; whether he wears a furplice, or wears none

;

whether he hears organs, or hears none ; wliether he kneels at the

communion, or, for confcience' fake, ftands or fits, he hath the

Life of Religion in him ; and that life acts in him, and will con-

form his foul to the image of his Saviour, and go along with him
to eternity, notvfithftanding his practice or non-pracrice of things

indifferent. On the other fide, if a man fears not the eternal God,
he can commit fin with presumption, drink excefljvely, fwear vain-

ly or falfely, commit adultery, lie, cheat, break his promises, live

loofely, though, at the fame time, he may be ftudious to practise
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every ceremony, even to a fcrupulous exactnefs, or may perhaps

as flubbornly oppose them. Though fuch an one fliould cry down
bifhops, or presbytery ; though he ftiould be rebaptizcd every day,

or declaim againft it as herefy ; and though he faft all the lent,

or feaft out of pretence of avoiding fuperftition : yet, notwithftand-

ing thefe, and a thoufand external conformities, or zealous oppofi-

tvons of them, he wants the Life of Religion.

BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

On Wednesday^ May 25, 18 14, the Baptist Missionary

Society in Massachusetts, held its annual Meeting at

the 2d Baptist Meeting-House in Boston. The fol-

lowing Report of the Trujlees was read and accepted :

REPORT.
Dear Brethren,
IT is with peculiar pleafure, that we welcome the return of our

annual Missionary Meeting. At the clofe of each year since the

Society was formed, we have had reafon to exclaim, " hitherto

tlie Lord hath helped us." If we retrace the progrefs of this in-

ftitution from its infancy to the prefent time, we fliall find much
caufe for gratitude and encouragement. When it was firfl eftab-

liflied, its friends were few, and their means were very limited.

But God has appeared for us beyond our expectations. Every
year has brought an acceflion of friends who have been awakened
to the impo' tance of Miffionary exertions.

We do not forget the aid which has been received from many of

our fifter Churches, and from benevolent individuals. Nor can
we deny ourfelves tb# pleafure of making honourable mention of
thofe " Women who have laboured with us in the Gofpel.** The
fupport we have received from thefe fources has enabled us to

widen the fphere of Miffionary labour. When perfons fuitably

qualified for this fervice have been propofed, it has been highly

gratifying to us, that we have had it in our power to employ them.

Since the Jaft Report the following brethren have been appoint-

ed Miffionaries for the different periods which are affixed to

their names.

Elder Isaac Case for the Elder Emery Osgood 4 months,
term of (5 months. „ Henry Hale 6 „

„ Simeon Coombs 4 „ „ Samuel Churchill 2
Samuel Ambrose 4 „ „ Abraham Gates 3 „

„ Paul Hugg-les 2 „ „ Barnabas Perkins 2
„ Jesse Hartwell 4 „ „ John Peak 6 weeks.

,, Clark Kendrick 4 „ Thomas Paul 6 „

It has alfo been voted by the board, to employ a Miffionary for

three months in the State of Rhode-Ifland as foon as any brother

qualified for ths work can be obtained.
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From the above statement it appears that thirteen Missionaries

hive been engaged m the service of this Society in the courfe of
the past year The fcene of their labours has been remote and
diversined They have travelled, and preached in fuch parts of
thi Diitrict of Maine, New-Hampshire, Vermont, New-York and
P..niifytvani^, as were in a great meafure deftitute of the Gofpel.
It has been the aim of our brethren to occupy, what may be justly

called Miflionary ground—Stations, where there is no fettled

miniftry, and where the people are penftimg for lack of knowledge.
For a more particular account of their journies, and the diflPerent

degrees of fuccefs which have accompanied their labours, we refer

you to their journals, and letters, publilhed from time to time in

this Magazine.
We would, however, just ftate, that, through their inftrumental-

icy many impoverillied and deUitute Churches have been refrefli-

ed —Some of God*s people who *' dwell almoft alone" have been
edified and comforted with their vifits. And we have ground to

conclude that fome poor fmners have been brought home to God.
But, dear brethren, though confiderable has been done, much

more remains to be done. We ought not to relax in our exertions.

Initead of being fatisfied with the fruit which has already appear-
ed., let it encomage us to be more active. Remember, brethren,

the harveft is yet great, and the labourers are few. There are
large diftricts of our Country, which from the fcattered fituation

of the inhabiiants, are unable to fupport the Gospel Thefe poor
people who are like iheep without a fhepherd have claims on your
benevolence. Could you fee the tears which flow from their eyes,

while they are entreating the Miflionaries to vifit them again, and
to communicate their thanks to this Society, they would melt
your hearts, more than any arguments we can urge. Send them,
"We pray you then, the Bread, and the Water of life ; and the

blefling of them that are ready to perifli fhalfcome upon you.

Since our laft Anniverfary a new aera has opened upon our
denomination in America. Seventeen Societies have been eftab-.

lifhed, for the purpofe of fupporting Foreign Miffions. We hail

the event as exhibiting thofe enlarged, and benevolent views,

which it is the tendency of our holy religion to infpire ; and as

portending the happinefs of a clafs of human beings who have
hitherto " fat in darknefs and the fhadow of death." SuflFer us to

invite you to join thefe friends of the friendlefs, and while the

ftreams of your charity blefs the wafte places of your native land,

let them pafs on to other regions, carrying health, and purity, and
lifcand immortality along with them. Let no individual who wiflies

to do good be content to act alone. It is a fact generally ac-

knowledged, that the united exertions of a collciTiive body will ac-

compliih inexpieffibly more than the exertions of an equal number
in an individual capacity. ** Affociated bodies" give a consisten-

ey. firmnefs, and durability to plans, which it would be in vain to,

^xpe^ from individuals.
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Embrace then thefe advantages in feeking the good of fouls,

and the profperity of the Redeemer's Kingdom.

Let us ever bear in mind that when all the means in our power

have been used, nothing but the blefling of God can confer fuc-

cefs.—May a fenfe of the inefficiency of all means, lead Ub daily to

the throne of grace, that God would fmile on our eflForts, and blefs

the world with the faving influences of his Holy Spit it.

^ In behalf of the Truftees,
• DANIEL SHARP, Secretary.

The Officers chofen for the enfuing year are as follow :

Rev. Thomas Baldwin, D. D. President.

„ Joseph Grafton, Vice-President.

jVIr. E. Lincoln, Treasurer.

Rev. Daniel Sharp, Secretary.

TRUSTEES.
JIev. Elisha Williams, Rev. William Collier,
„ Lucius Bolles, „ James M. Winch^^^ll,

William Batchelder, Dea. Josiah C. Ransfokd,
„ James Read, „ Heman Lincoln,
„ John Peak, „ Thomas Kendall,
„ Jkremiah Chaplin, Mr. John Moriarty.
In the evening' a discourse was delivered at the 2d Baptist meeting

house, by Rev. Daniel Sharp, and a collection taken for the benefit of the
Society.

LIST OF DONATIONS.
Amount received by the Treasurer of the Massachusetts Bap-

tist Missionary Society, from September 11, 1813, to Au^
gust 5, 1814.

1813.

Sept. 11. By Cash from Attleborough Mite Society , . 18,25
^ do. from Baptist Church and Society Attleboro*, 16,31

do. from Brethren in Randolph, . . . 10,21
do. from Sisters in Randolph, . . 15,75
do. from Female Mite Society, Seekhonk, . 23,19
do. from A. Call, Middleborough, . 2,00
do. from Joseph Dunham, do. . . . 1,00
do. from Samuel Pickens, do. . . 1,00

do. from a female friend, Middleborough, . 1,00
do. from 2 females. Providence, . . . 2,00
do. from Baptist Church, Pawtucket, * 16,00
do, from Mite Society, Pawtucket, . . 15,50
do. from a friend 1,00

13. do. from a female friend, .... 50
23. do. from Female Benevolent Society, Newton,

per Elder Grafton, .... 56,3?
Oct. 13. from J^ewport Mite Society , . : 25,95

Car. over, rJ6,01
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1814. Lro't over, g206,01
Jan. 31. By Cash from Mr. Clark, St. Jolinsbury, . . 2,80
Ap. 8. do. from Elder Abraham Gates, . . . 1,00

do. from Anna Bunton, 50
May 3, do. from a female friend to Missions from Heni-

ker, N. H. per Dr. Baldwin, . . 8,00
do. from Mr. Joseph Bumstead, per Dr. Baldwin, 2^00

May 25. do. from Brother John Butler, . . , 1,00
do. from Joseph Torrey, jiin. . . . 1,00
do. from Elder WiUiam Collier, . . . 1,00
do. from Miss Nancy Shepard, . . . * 1,00
do. from Miss Symmes, .... 25
do. from Elder Joseph Grafton, . . . 1,00
do. from 1st Baptist Church and Society, Boston, 56,00
do. from 2d do. do. 20l,p0
do. from 3d do. do. 66,00
do. from Brother James M. Winchell, . . 5,00
do. from Newburvport Church and Society, per

Elder Peak, 7,37
Clo. from Baptist Chtirch and Society, Kingston, 10,55
do. from Brother Glover, Kingston, . . 1,00
do. from Baptist Church and Society, Salem, 109,47
do. from 3d Baptist Church and Society, Middle-

boro', pr. elder Nelson, 7,29
«3o. from 2 Friends, Medfield, 1,00
flo. from a female friend, Wrentham, pr. Elder Read, 1,00
do. from Elder J. Chaplin, 2,00
do. from Mrs. Hoban, Ashburnham, 5,00
<lo. from Brother William Gammell 1,00
do. from the Boston Female Society, pr.MissWebb,83,00
<lo. from Cent Societv, Boston, pr. do. 18,06
do. from Children's Cent Society, Boston, do, 24.14
do. from Brother B. Kent, 3,00
do. fi-om Brother D. Chessman, 1,00
do. from Brother S. Blanchard, 1,00
do. from Brother E Robbins, ' 3,00
do. from Elder S. S. Nelson, 1,00
do. collection after Missionary Sermon, 56,25

June 15, do. from a friend, pr. Elder Sampson, 1,00

29, do. from Mr. Haskell, Westboro', 3,00
do. from the Editor oF the Baptist Magazine, be-

ing profits arising from the publication 80,00
do. interest on notes, ^ 88,66
do. from Robert Seaver, Willlamstown, Vermont, 1,00

do. fr. Mr. Clark, Hampton,(Con.)pr. Dr.Baldwin, 1,00

1044,35

AT THE MEETING OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY, MAY 25, 1814,

It was iivanimously Voted, That tlianks he presented to

the several societies and individuals, who have contributed to

the funds of this Society,

ORDINATIONS.

On Friday evening, the loth in ft. at the Baptifl: Church in San-

fom ftreet, Philadelphia, the Rev. William Strawbridge was
folemnly ordained to the full office of the chriftian miniftry. The
fervice was opened by the Rev. Dr. Furman, of Charlefton, (s. c.)
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who, after an appropriate prayer, delivered a very iropreffive fer-

roon, founded on Ifaiah vi. 8. ** Then faid 1, here am I, fend

me." The ufual queftions were propofed by the Rev, Dr. Staugh-

ton. The rite of impofing hands was then performed by the Rev.

Drs. Rogers, Furman, Holcombe, and Staughton, and the Rev,

Mr. Rice, milfionary ; during which folemnity, Dr. Rogers offered

the ordination prayer, imploring, on the behalf of the candidate,

that he might be '* faithful unto death," and finally receive the

" crown of life." Mr. Rice then prefented him a Bible, affedion-

ately exhorting him,
* Should all the forms that men devise

Assault his faith with treacherous art,

To call them vanity and lies,

And bind the Bible to his heart.'*

Afterwards he gave him the Right Hand of Fellowfliip, which he

judicioufly remarked, was not as a mere token of efteem, but a fa-

cred indication that in the toils, afflidions, and confolations of the

miniftry of the word, he was now called with his biethren to (hare.

The fame pledge of chriftian regard and unity was tendered to

the candidate by the reft of the officiating minifters. The Rev.

Dr. Holcombe followed, with a fuitablc and interefting Charge,

accompanied with an earneft prayer, that the exercifes of the even-

ing might prove permanently beneficial to the whole affembly.

Dr. Furman clofed the fervices by an appropriate hymn and bene-

didion. The holy impreffions created by che exercifes of the even-

ing throughout, alfured every pious heart, that God was in the

place of a truth, and that the Most High is ever mindful of his

people. [_Scoti*s Phil. Rel'tg, Remem,

Ordained at Shaftsbury, (Ver.) on the 15th of June last. Rev.

Elon Galusha, (fon of the Hon. Jonas Galusha) to the work of

the gofpel miniftry. The sermon was delivered by Elder Edward
Barber, feem 2 Tim. iv. 2. " Preach the word." Elder Calviu

Chamberlain offered up the confecrating prayer. Elder Obed
Warren gave the Charge ; and Elder Ifaiah Mattefon gave the

Right Hand of Fellowfhip. The fermon, it is faid, was excellent

;

and indeed, that the whole of the fervices were folemn and ani-

mating beyond former example.

It is mentioned, that at the commencement of the fervice,

brother Galufha, in the prefence of a vaft afTembly, " moft folemn-

ly dedicated himfelf to God in the work of the gofpel miniftry."

This procedure in a youth of fuch unaffuming modefty and tal-

ents as Mr. Galufha, although fomewhat novel, muft have been
peculiarly interefting and impreftive. VVe moft <levoutly hope,

that the high expedations which have been excited by the folcmu
transadtions of thisjJay, may be fully realized ia the eminent ufe-

fulnefi of tliis young minifter.

t
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OBITUARY.
BRIEF MEMOIR OF MR, OLIVER LEONARD.

THE fubj ed of this memoir, Mr. Oliver Leonard, was born
at Bridgewater, (Mass.) Before he arrived to the age of man-
hood, he difcovered a ftrong defire for the improvement of his

mind ; and without much affiftance, acquired a tolerable ac-

quaintance with the Latin and Greek languages.

Mr. Leonard's firft minifterial labours were principally em-
ployed in the Diftri(5t of Maine and New-Hamplhire. But fev-

eral years before his death he laboured chiefly in Pennfylvania
and the adjoining States He returned to Maflachufetts in the

fall of 1812, in a deep decline, and died at Bridgewater on the

18th of Nov. 1812. It is faid, that he manifefted an entire re-

fignation to the divine will, and in the near profpeft of death
exhibited that calmnefs and compofure which peculiarly char-

aderize the chriftian. The laft word- he was heard diftind-

f ly to articulate were,. " The Lord is my portion."

Mr. L. difcovered a mind devoted to the fervice of God, and at

times appe red quite abftraded from the world. The piece entitled,

** Longing for Heaven,^^ in page 192 ©f vol. ii. of this Magazine,
appears to have been written by him at one of thofe feafons.

ANECDOTE OF A PEDO-BAPTIST JUDGE.

In the ecclefiaftical laws of Connedicut, by which Quakers, Bap-
feifts,&c. are exempted from religious taxation, this important claufe

was inferted, " Provided they ordinarily attend meeting in their re-

fpedive focieties.'* A number of Baptifts in Stafford had united

with the Baptift church in Willington But the diftance being con-

fiderable, and the way rough, they did not meet with the church fo

often as they could have wiftied, or as the law required The Prefby-

terians in Stafford, to pay the expenfe of a new meeting-houfe, taxed

thefe brethren, diftrained their goods, and difpofed of them at public

fale. The brethren commenced an a<aion again ft the diftrainers

for their goods, damages, &c. The affair went through two
courts ; in the fecond, the counfel for the brethren plead, that

they were Baptifts fentimentally ^ praSically and legally. To ihis

ftatement the counfel on the other fide acceded, but ftill continued

his plea againft them becaufe they did nox. ordinarily^* attend

their own meeting. While the lawyers were difputing, the Judge,
who was an Episcopalian, and not very partial to the predominant

party, called the attention of the court, by inquiring how long a
man, who was a Baptift fentimentally, pra^ically^ and legally^ muft

ftay at home to become a Prefbyterian ? His Honor's logic pro-

duced the fame effed upon the whole court, as it muft upon the

reader ; and the Baptifts eafily obtained the cafe. [^Benedi^'s Hift»

f














